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Class	Participation	and	Quizzes	(as	needed)	 15%	 90-100	 A	
Presentations	(2)	 10%	 80-89	 B	
Homework	and	Class	Wiki	 10%	 70-79	 C	
Exams	(midterm	and	final)	 20%	 60-69	 D	
Short	Essays	(2)	 20%	 Below	60	 F	
				Semester	Research	Project	 25%	 	 	
	
	
Course	Calendar	
	
I.	Orality	in	Anglo-Saxon	Britain	and	the	Americas	(Weeks	1-4)	
M	8/22	 Introduction:	Some	Assets	and	Liabilities	of	Literary	History	
W	8/24	 Walter	Ong,	selection	from	“Some	Psychodynamics	of	Orality”	(D2L),	“The	
Persistence	of	English”	NAEL,	xlvii-lxi;	“The	Middle	Ages,”	NAEL,	p.	1-22;	
Caedmon’s	Hymn,	NAEL,	p.	23-26	
F	8/26	 Walter	Ong,	“Writing	Restructures	Consciousness”	(D2L),	NAAL,	p.	3-8;	Andrew	
Wiget,	“Native	American	Oral	Narrative”	(D2L);	Iroquois	and	Navajo	Creation	
Stories,	NAAL	p.	23-34.		
	
M	8/29	 Beowulf,	NAEL,	p.	29-49;	Listen	to	examples	of	old	and	middle	English	(follow	link	
on	D2L)	
W	8/31	 Beowulf,	NAEL,	p.	49-79	
F	9/2	 	 Beowulf;	NAEL,	p.	79-99	
	
M	9/5			 Labor	Day—No	class.		
W	9/7	 Marie	de	France,	fables,	NAEL,	p.	140-141;	Sioux	and	Navajo	“trickster	tales,”	
NAAL,	p.	100-101,	111-120		
F	9/9	 “Middle	English	Literature	in	the	14th	and	15th	Centuries,”	Chaucer,	“The	General	
Prologue,”	NAEL,	p.	213-235	
	
M	9/12	 Chaucer,	“The	Nun’s	Priest’s	Tale,”	NAEL,	p.	296-310	
W	9/14	 Malory,	selections	of	Morte	Darthur,	NAEL,	p.	419-439	
F	9/16	 The	English	Bible,	NAEL,	p.	538-542;	Essay	1	due	via	D2L	Dropbox	post	
performance	of	work,	keeping	in	mind	the	characteristics	of	oral	tradition	and	
performance.		
	
II.	Humanism,	Print	Culture	and	Representations	of	the	“New”	World	(Weeks	5-6)	
M	9/19	 Writing	and	the	Reformation:	Roger	Chartier,	“The	Practical	Impact	of	Writing”	
(D2L);	Jan	Dirk-Mueller,	“The	Body	of	the	Book”	(D2L);	Elizabeth	Eisenstein,	
“Defining	the	Initial	Shift”	(D2L)	
W	9/21	 In-class	work	on	reading	visuals	in	early	texts	
F	9/23	 	 “The	Sixteenth	Century,”	NAEL,	p.	469-497;	Thomas	More,	selections	of	Utopia,		
NAEL,	p.	506-522	
	
M	9/26	 “Voyages	of	Discovery,”	and	“First	Encounters,”	NAAL,	p.	8-13,	52-54;	Columbus	
and	De	las	Casas,	NAAL,	p.	34-42;	Cortes	and	De	Champlain,	NAAL,	p.	54-64	
W	9/28	 “The	Wider	World,”	NAEL,	p.	889-890;	Hariot,	Report	on	Virginia,	NAEL,	p.	901-	
906;	Hakluyt,	Principle	Navigations	(D2L)	
F	9/30	 	 Montaigne,	“On	Cannibals”	(D2L);	Bacon,	Novum	Organum,	NAEL,	p.	1544-1548	
	
III.	Print	and	the	Question	of	Representation	(Weeks	7-9)	
M	10/3	 Everyman,	NAEL,	p.	445ff.;	Essay	2	due	via	D2L	
W	10/5	 Sidney,	The	Defense	of	Poesy,	NAEL,	p.	933-954	
F	10/7	 	 Edmund	Spenser,	“October,”	The	Shepheardes	Calendar,	NAEL,	p.	616-622	
	
M	10/10	 Edmund	Spenser,	NAEL,	The	Faerie	Queene,	author’s	letter	and	Book	1,	Canto	1	
W	10/12	 Shakespeare,	King	Lear,	Acts	1-2	
F	10/14		 	 Fall	Break—No	class	
	
M	10/17	 Shakespeare,	King	Lear,	Act	3	
W	10/19	 Shakespeare,	King	Lear,	Acts	4-5;	complete	and	post	Shakespeare	solos	project		
F	10/21	 Midterm	Exam	
	
IV.	Print	Culture	and	the	Americas:	Civil	War	and	Political	Experimentation	(Weeks	10-11)	
M	10/24	 “The	Early	Seventeenth	Century,”	NAEL,	p.	1209-1231;	Seal,	“Pamphlet	Wars”	
(D2L);	John	Milton,	selections	from	Areopagitica,	NAEL,	p.	1801-1810	
W	10/26	 John	Milton,	Paradise	Lost,	“The	Verse”	and	Book	1,	NAEL,	p.	1815ff.		
F	10/28	 John	Lilburne,	Gerrard	Winstanley,	and	Anna	Trapnel,	NAEL,	p.	1734-1751	
	
M	10/31	 “Pilgrim	and	Puritan,”	et	al,	NAAL,	p.	13-18;	New	England	Primer,	NAAL,	p.	361-
363;	The	Bay	Psalm	Book,	NAAL,	p.	186-193	
W	11/2	 	Anne	Bradstreet,	NAAL,	p.	207-236	
	
V.	Discourses	of	Slavery	and	Freedom	(Weeks	12-13)	
F	11/4	 	 Aphra	Behn,	Oroonoko,	NAEL,	p.	2170	ff.	
	
M	11/7	 	Aphra	Behn,	Oroonoko	
W	11/9	 “American	Literature,	1700-1820,”	NAAL,	p.	365-377;	Native	American	speeches:		
Pontiac,	Occom,	Logan,	Tecumseh,	NAAL,	p.	442-455	
F	11/11	 Mary	Rowlandson,	NAAL,	p.	256-288			
	
M	11/14	 Benjamin	Franklin,	selection	of	the	Autobiography	and	“Concerning	the	Savages	
of	North	America,”	NAAL,	p.	476-480;	Thomas	Jefferson,	NAAL,	p.	659-677	
W	11/16	 Olaudah	Equiano,	Narrative	of	the	Life,	NAAL,	p.	687-721	
F	11/18	 Phyllis	Wheatley,	NAAL,	p.	763-774	
	
M	11/21	–	F	11/25	 Thanksgiving	Break	
	
VI.	The	Self	and	the	Enlightenment		
M	11/28	 Conferences	
W	11/30	 	“The	Restoration	and	the	Eighteenth	Century,”	NAEL,	p.	2045-2068;	Addison	and		
Steele,	NAEL,	p.	2479-2502;	Pope,	“An	Essay	on	Man,”	NAEL,	2554-2561	
F	12/2	 	 Thomas	Paine,	selections	from	Common	Sense,	p.	639-647		
	
M	12/5	 Presentations	of	final	projects	
W	12/7	 Presentations	of	final	projects	
F	12/9	 Finish	presentations;	examine	final	class	Wiki	and	class	anthology	
	
Cumulative	Final	Exam:	Wednesday,	December	14th,	10:15	a.m.	–	12:15	p.m.	
	
*Catalogue	Description	
ENG	2950.	Transatlantic	Literary	History:	Culture,	Literacies,	and	Technologies	I.	(3-0-3)	F.	
Transatlantic	Literary	Hist	I.	An	introduction	to	the	key	cultural	movements	and	genres	in	
Transatlantic	literary	history	aimed	at	familiarizing	students	with	the	history	of	orality,	literacy,	
and	print	technology	in	textual	production	from	the	Anglo-Saxon	period	to	the	beginning	of	the	
eighteenth	century.		
